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Background
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● Arabic pedagogy and lexicography 
steeped in tradition

● Time to "join the 21st century", the 
mobile learning revolution

● Smart mobile devices significantly 
enhance language learning.

● Cutting edge mobile apps help 
master Arabic effectively



  

The CJKI Arabic Learner's 
Dictionary (CALD)

القاموس العربي النجليزي للمتعلمين

Chief Editor: Jack Halpern
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The CJKI Arabic Learner's 
Dictionary (CALD)
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Features – Headword Selection and 
Grammatical Information

● Clear and concise word meanings
● Carefully selected headwords and meanings
● Up-to-date entries
● Prepositions are given explicitly for each sense 

of  intransitive verbs 
● Word stress and neutralized vowels indicated
● Part of speech labels for every sense
● Detailed grammatical information in Grammar 

Box
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Features – User-friendliness
● Targeted specifically at beginner to intermediate 

learners
● Fully illustrated by example sentences
● Alphabetical ordering
● Cross-references for common spelling variants
● All words and examples fully romanized
● Subentries with useful phrases and fixed expressions
● User-friendly design
● Superb user interface
● Mobile app for smartphones and tablets
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Main Entry ˗˗ Noun
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Main Entry  ˗̠  Verb
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Subentries
Includes prepositional phrases, fixed expressions, and 
noun-derived adverbs highly useful to learners.
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Grammar Box
Includes regular and irregular inflected forms for 
imperfect (PR), imperative (IM),  active (AP) and passive 
(PP) participles, verbal nouns(s) (VN), feminine form, 
sound and broken plurals, and more. 
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Illustrative Examples
● Examples quoted from corpora, often too difficult for 

learners, have been avoided
● Example sentences written expressly to be useful to 

learners
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● Specifically designed for learners

● Unambiguously represents Arabic phonemes

● Accurately indicates word stress or accentuation

● Explicitly indicates which long vowels are neutralized 

(shortened)

CJKI Arabic Romanization System 
(CARS)
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Sample of CARS Romanization
Vocalized Arabic

م ننذ  م ئاات  ٱلسين يا، كااناتن تاع يش  ف  ٱلصيي  أارنمالاة  فاق ياة  ماعا ٱبنن هاا ٱلصغغ ي  
عالاء  ٱلديين .  كاانا عالاء  ٱلديين  يابنل غ  م نا ٱلنع منر  ا ثنناين عاشاا عااما  فاقاطن، والاك نغه  
  كاانا ياعنمال  ف  ماحالي خايغاط  ل ياكنتاس با ماا ياع يش  م ننه  ه وا واأ مغه . 

CARS
múndhu mi'āt́i‿ssinīńa, kāńat taɛīśhu fi‿̱ṣṣīńi 'armálatun faqīŕatun 
máɛa‿bniha‿̱ṣṣaghīŕi ɛalā'́i‿ddīńi. kāńa ɛalā'́u‿ddīńi yáblughu 
mína‿lɛúmri 'ithnáy ɛáshara ɛāḿan fáqaṭ, walakínnahu kāńa 
yáɛmalu fi ̱maḥálli khayyāṭ́in liyaktásiba ma ̱yaɛīśhu mínhu 
húwa wa'úmmahu. 
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Part of Speech
● Explicit part of speech labels for every sense

● Verb transitivity labels for each sense
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Multiword Expressions
and Cross References

● Numerous useful multiword expressions and 
compound nouns 

● Cross references for spelling variants speed up lookup

15



  

Traditional Headword Selection

● Quran and classical sources
● Copying from past dictionaries
● Analyzing authentic texts found in 

corpora
● Subjective judgment of the lexicographer
● "Importance” based on frequency and 

lexicographer’s discretion
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Pedagogical Headword Selection
●  Based on analysis of corpora and modern pedagogical 

sources
●  Includes many modern words such as 'blog' and 'ATM'
●  Rare, archaic and dialectical words omitted
●  Headwords and senses selected by lexicographers and 

educators to maximize relevance to learners
● Multiword expressions systematically included
● Word senses listed in order of importance based on 

modern usage
● Important derived words, especially adverbs,  

systematically included
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Learner’s Interactive Bitext 
Electronic Reading Application
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Libera: Arabic for English Speakers
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Comprehensible Input
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According to renowned linguist Stephen Krashen:

● Free voluntary reading is “the most powerful 
tool we have in language education"

● Learners rapidly absorb grammar and 
vocabulary when exposed to comprehensible 
material

● For maximum effectiveness, reading should be 
interesting and enjoyable



  

Interactive Parallel Text (IPT)
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● Allows learners to read vast amounts of L2 texts with 
little effort

● New multimedia medium for accessing comprehensible 
L2 texts

● Libera, the first IPT application, is a cutting edge 
platform that allows learners to read effortlessly and 
enjoyably

● Texts precisely linked on segment (word or phrase) level
● Tapping interactive link highlights L2 segment and 

activates glosses, grammar notes, audio, and  
transcriptions



  

Libera - Features
● Innovative multi-panel interface
● Interactive links
● Customized dictionary
● Segment bar 
● Word Info screen
● Favorite word list
● Full-form search
● Grammar notes
● Verb conjugator 
● Word structure
● Full audio recordings
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Four-panel Sentence Mode
Texts are precisely linked at segment (word or phrase) 
level. Tapping a segment in any one text simultaneously 
highlights the linked segment in all other texts.

Idiomatic
English

Vocalized
Arabic

Customized
Dictionary

Romanized
Arabic

Segment Bar
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Word Info Screen
● Dictionary entry with full example sentences for each word
● Ideal for concentrated vocabulary study
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Full-form Search
● Locate and jump to any section of story
● Accepts English, Arabic or romanized input
● Finds all instances (inflected forms) of Arabic word
● No need to know canonical form or root of verb
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Full Audio Functionality
● Clear native recordings with multiple voice options
● Recordings of both full sentences and individual segments
● Adjustable audio speed
● Optional background music
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Customizable Multi-panel Interface
● Allows sentence-level analysis with up to four versions 

of the text 
● User free to choose contents of each panel
● Four-panel mode ideal for in-depth study
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Grammar Notes
● Help learners understand difficult grammatical points
● Accessible by color coding from main text
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Verb Conjugator
● Helps learners master the highly complex Arabic verb system
● Based on CJKI’s popular Arabic Verb Conjugator app (CAVE)
● Full paradigm for any conjugated verb form
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Word Structure
● Provides grammatical analysis of each word
● Decomposes words into prefixes, suffixes, and stems
● Provides clear understanding of how components interrelate

30 ∆



  

Single Text Mode
● Best suited for advanced learners
● Segment bar provides meanings and pronunciation

31 ∆



  

Thank you

ش كنرا  جاز يل 

Jack Halpern
The CJK Dictionary Institute

www.cjk.org
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